L

oGl Contemporary Literary Rebietw India
Print ISSN 2250-3366 | Online ISSN 2394-6075

High Impact Factor 81458 ISSN

g e : Vol. 9, No. 2
Ser fwf 2 Double-blind
s ek peer reviewed — CLRIMay 2022

Google

Referred Journal
- @@ ProQuest

Page 240-242

Open Academic :
OAO{! Journals Index < & More

Q IMPACTFACTOR

Dr. Romi Jain

Ode to You, Dad

When | set out to write a poem for you, Dad,
my eyes (not brain) send forth verses

weaved by gratitude.

For it’s the flow of remorse,
for no word ever existed
nor will it ever

in a lexicon, dialect, imagery, or composition

to capture the tide of my penitence
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Since you’re the best dad in the world. | wish I were the best
daughter...

Since it took me decades to notice
the bruised, unrelenting arms to guard,
while the little girl
under their shadow played,

while the young girl in her fantasies dwelled,
and the still growing woman

pursues her dreams, falls back, recovers,
moves on...

Since it dawned quite late on me

that under your bright forehead, the eyes are mellow and wet,
for the slightest of my pain and frown could unsettle them
like a needle pricked into baby skin

that you have a reservoir of patience
to hear the tales of my bad days,
a fathomless eagerness to know I’m safe and happy,
a child-like laughter to hear me speak gleefully,
a weird anguish to miss my call and a restlessness to hear
me back,
an unending striving to sew a carpet of comfort
as far as | tread.

Since | neglected to see
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your graying hair, the freckles, the scars

for you’ve presented your life as an evergreen tree,
to lie under carefree

O Dad! How hard it’s to end this ode
for | crave numerous ways
in this life and many to come
to be your artisan to build a palace of bliss for you,
to be your server to let no discomfort visit you,

to be your savior to slay calamity,

to be a dad— just like you—to you!
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